Milk Supply anl Tuberculosis
post-mortem examination to be carried out in the case of every animal
slaughtered under the provisions of Article 4 of the Order.
The principle underlying this Order is similar to that in the
method advocated by Ostertag of Stuttgart, which includes
(a) the clinical examination of all animals to discover open cases
of the disease and the slaughter of animals so infected; (i) the
periodical bacteriological examination of samples of milk from
the herd; (V) the feeding of calves with sterilized milk or with
raw milk from cows which are free from infection with tubercle;
and (a) the weaning of calves which are tested with tuberculin
and the slaughter of those which react.
PROTECTION OF MILK IN TRANSIT. Milk after
it has left the cow may become infected with tubercle bacilli of
bovine origin from dust, especially in the cowshed or with tubercle
bacilli of human or bovine origin by the employment of a person
with open tuberculosis in the handling of milk and of the utensils
which contain it. Infection of milk in the home from a case of
pulmonary tuberculosis is by no means a remote possibility. The
prevention of infection of milk in transit consists in the strict
adoption of the simple measures of cleanliness and protection by
sealing and covering. Too much importance cannot be attached
to the cleansing and sterilizing of churns and other receptacles
in which the milk is placed for conveyance to the consumer.
The provision of an efficient sterilizing plant is essential to the
continued production of clean milk. The risk of infection arising
from the presence of a human carrier has been recognized.
Article 4 of the Public Health (Prevention of Tuberculosis)
Regulations, 1925, places upon Local Authorities the power to
prohibit any person suffering from tuberculosis of the lungs from
being employed in any occupation which involves the milking
of cows, the treatment of milk, or the handling of milk vessels.
The person concerned has a right of appeal to a Court of Sum^
mary Jurisdiction and he may obtain compensation if he has
sustained damage and if he himself is not in default. It will now
be possible to issue regulations for this purpose under the Food
and Drugs Act, 1938,
TREATMENT OF MILK. PASTEURIZATION.
The aim of pasteurization, around which no little heated dis^
cussion has revolved, is to destroy the pathogenic organisms